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PRE OR SS MTN RG 
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SIZE _white point 


COURSE south to north 


NO. IN GROUP__ 2 
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PHOTOS —--- SKETCHES eee 
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Incident #118 | + 


4 
we fig EE Eee a aes 
LOCATION Berlin, Germany = 


auac 
SOURCE 


_ Former German guided missile expert 
DATE IN TO AYIC 


iPicD_pather fast wn HEIs yin 
ALTITUD"_1y kilometers M ucurcu 7 


LENGTH OF TIM: CBSWRVADe——e 


DYPY OF OBSFYVATION ground _ 
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, 
J. Have you ever seen this, ora ar uject before. If so give date or dates and location. 


Sever2/{ aAiga®ts 
{ 
1, Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes (No) | 
31.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No 
31.2 Please list their names and addresses: 
Please give the following information about yourself 
NAME ae en ae 
ast First Name Middle Name 
ee re, 
Street Zone Stale 


TELEPHONE =— ace ZS sex? 


Indicate any additional information about yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent. 


Whalttand ta wham didyeu teoor Ber meithed can she ebina? NL TAO 


‘UFO form continued 
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20, Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object? 
(Circle One) Yes fe) 


IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? 


21. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was? 


(Circle One) Yes nC) 
p, 
IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it ee 


22. Where were you located when you saw the object? 
(Circle One): 


23. Were you (Circle One) F 


G. In the business section of acity? 


a, Inside a building b. In the residential section of a city? 


(6) In open countryside? 
d. Near on airfield? ‘ * 
. Flying over a city? : 


b, Inacer 


© Outdoors 


d. Inan airplane (type) 
e. Atsea 


f. Other pe stl ak 


. Flying over open country? 
. Other, 


24, IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions: 


24.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One) 


a, North c. East e. South g. West 
b, Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h, Northwest 


24.2 How fast were you moving? miles per hour, 


24.3 Did you stop of any time while you were looking at the object? 
(Circle One) 


Yes No 


. Did you observe the object through any of the following? 


. Eyeglasses Ves No e. Binoculors Ged No 
b, Sun glasses Yes No f. Telescope Yes No 
c. Windshield Yes No g. Theodolite Yes Ne 
Window glass Yes No h, Other 


. In order that you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you sow, describe in your own words o common object or ob- 
jects which, when placed up in the sky, would givethe some appearance as the object which you sow. 


QO mo derw lawe ark ws mgs fi povejmtler, 
On At wm gat els CDOs) ecemaeeets 
bet Sjnee Se vf ple tower K ont sparles 


Qiao yor blue re Jig kt 
‘ 4 7 


¥9 


Official U.S. Air For: 
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pas. 
14. Did the object disappear while you were watching it? If so, how? wy, Sd ee 
if mito Z ‘i 
fee “3 Torr yp Gawd Saz- of ‘1 ff Ae Shoe reo! a 


Lnigerter ~ Vey sear eR, ara 6 & roa ote. 


15, Did the object move behind something at any time, porticularly a cloud? 


(Circle One): Yes Geo) Don't know. IF you answered YES, then tell what 


it moved behind: 


16. Did the object move in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud? 


(Circle One): Yes > Don't know. IF you answered YES, then tell what 


in front of 


17, Tell in o few words the following things obout the object: 


2 
0, Sound LS. ae be Oo {a= Mae 
p 


b. Color __ drt eg Or Mle — ery hwy Lnprm beta Ls tm, 


18. We wish to know the angular size. Hold o match stick at arm's length in line with o known object and note how much of th 
object is covered by the heed of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the sighting, how much c 
the object would have been covered by the match head? 


- oF edt , 
' ag ptitch prove leoer nee 


19. Drow a picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Lobel and include in your 


sketch ony details of the obje 
thot you s 


saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place on orrow beside the drowinc 
to show the direction the object was moving 


U 
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ey NT 
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IF you saw the object ot NIGHT, whet did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON? 


8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One): 
a. None a. Bright moonlight 
b. Afew b, Dull moonlight 
Many (2) No moonlight— pitch dark 
. Don’t remember -\ Don’t remember 
o he moos Was hot fo see of 


bie fOP Sek rey 


What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object? rT] 
CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One): 

c. Clear sky Or 3 + hot 
b, Hazy b, Fog, mist, or light rain 

c. Scattered clouds c. Modercte or heavy rain 

d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow 


e. Don't remember 


The object appeared: (Circle One); 


a. Solid As alight 
b. Transparent e. Don't remember 
Vapor 


f it oppeared as a light, was it brighter than the brightest stars? (Circle One): 


@hrighter on @Arour the same 


b. Dimmer d. Don't know 


11.1 Compare brightness to some common object: 


V 


blue ( ait hot larger than sfars but Cie weishawoe 


The edges of the object were: 


(Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred e. Other Rate Gar Sha wo 
Coke crtrightten eee ee oie a Se - 


Shorply outlined 


¢. Don't remember 


Did the object: 


ct any time? &> 


c. Appecr to 


jo 


>. Suddenly and rush away at any time? Yas D 
c. Break up i s or explode? Yes Don't know 
Give off sr Y Don't know 
Yas C 
‘ Yes Don ow 
< Yes io] 
Yes D 


Tied i 


AIR | 
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION 


This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much 
information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon thet you hove observed. 
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will 
be used for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statements, 
conclusions, or publications without your permission. We request this personal information so 
that if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further detoils. 


2. Time of day: ee AS 


Hours Minutes 


(Circle One): Dien” vor Cm) 


1, When did you see the object? 


Dey Month Year 


3. Time Zone: 


(Circle One): a. Eastern (Cirele One): a, Daylight Saving 
b. Central b. Standard 
¢. Mountain 


d. Pacific 


CS) Other__Widdie, Err ie 


4, Where were you when you saw the object? 


Sega aTe 9S near HAI EA __ fer 4ee 


Nearest Postal Address City or Town Stote or County 


5, How long wos object in sight? (Total Duration) 


Hours Minutes Seconds 


o. Certain c. Not very sure 

b. Foirly certain d. Just o guess 
5.1 How was time in sight determined? > me 
5.2 Was object in sight continuously? tes i7_ Kia sae 


6. What was the condition of the sky? 


DAY 
2. Bright 
b. Cloudy 


7. IF you saw the abject during DAYLIGHT, where was 1 


(Circle One): a. In front of you 
b. In back of you 
c. To your right 


soo 


Don't remember | 


Co See ee Eee Ee ee ee 


FORM 
FID ocré2 164 This form supersedes FTD 164, jul 61, which is obsolete. 


To your left | 
| 
| 
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CHECK=LIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


Date —- 3 Mar big 
Time 1630 hears 


Location Berlina Lichtemrade, Xirehbachstrasse 2 


amo of observor QAR, 


Incidont #18 


eee 


Occupation of obsorvor Former guided missile expert at Exeinastell Borsig | 
Addross of obsorvor Berlin Lightenrede, Eirchhachstrasse 2 i 


Plaga of ebsorvetion As above 

Numbor of obdjoots 1 

Distance of objoct from observor 3/3 
Time in sight 4/9 

Altitude 1% kilometers 

Speod  Pather fast 

Direction of flicht South to Forth 
Tactics 8/9 

sound Bo soumd reported 

sizo)|6 white point® 

Color White 

Shope B/S 

Cdor detected 3/8 ' 

Apparent eonstruction u/s 

Sxhoust trails Ho exmst tredl reported 
Woathor conditions elear 

sffoct on clouds 3/8 

skatehes or photographs Yous 

‘anner of disappearance 3/8 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Unidentified Missile 


MCIAXS MCIAXF-+2 2h, May LB az 
Information has been received from Headquarters, EUCOM to the effect that during 
a routine conversation on 2), April 1948, a = former Guided Missile expert 
at Borsig, mentioned that he sighted a white point moving from South to North at an 
approximate height of 1 kilometers; speed undetermined, rather fast; no sound and 
no exhaust trail. Location and time of sighting; Berlin-Lichtenrade, Kirchbachstrasse 
23 1630 hours, 28 March 19];3. Weather: clear. Witnesses: Doctor and Mrs. 
Photographs are not available. 


LELAND P. MONEY #RD/fd 
Chief, Liaison Section 2-2125 
Tech Intelligence Di Bldg 11A 
Intelligence Department Ra 267 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 


May 1948 
ROTY ERGO n gee eV IONE *Puraphrase not required. Handle as i 
PRP AS EOMEM OF ees correspondence 
WASHINGTON 0619002 EUCOM SGD BUKENER per pfracraph 51 i and 60a (4), AR 330-5" 
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IN REPLY CTS: WAR Sve 6480 (RELAYS MSG DIG 0517162) (Cited ECOID nr SX 5533) ¥ 

Info USAFE for A-2. Reference control nutber A-1917. Diring routine con- 
yersation on 24 April, 1948, 1 Doctor SRM, formor Guided Missile expert at 
ZXSINMETALL Borsig, mantioned that he sighted 1 white point moving from South to 
North at an approximate hoight of 14 Kilometers; speed undetermined, rather fast; 
no vpt no sound and no rpt no exbaust trail, Location and time of sighting: Berlin~ 
Lichtenrade, Kirchbachstzaese 2: 1630 hours, 28 March 1945, Weather; CHEAR,. Wit- 
nesses; Doctory ani Mrs SMM. Photographs not rpt not available. 
NOTE; 2330 Ere 6 May 1948 No action takn - Hold witil morning, 5/7/48 
cM-Im 2088-F ~ JB 0702152 
Received MOAAGM21 5/7/48 0819 (13192) 
Typed by MCAAGHZL 5/7/48 O9hO (1KhOZ) yaa 
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INCIDENT “INDEA 


Astrononical 


a. Eigh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, S1, 32, 53, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 1Uz2, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 


147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 18>, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
21¢, 238. 


b. tair or low probability: ; 
GIS, 20, 23, 24, 28, 35, 36, 46, 60, 63, G7, Ge, 42, 98, 200, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 150, 144, 153, 164, 166, 167, 175, 192, 

199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


Non-astrononiocal tut suggestive of other explanations 


a. Balloons or ordinary alrorait: 
#5, 11, 22, 41, 42, 63, 54, 73, 81, 83, 91, 92, 113, 114, 115, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 162, 198, 190, 194, 195, 196, 196, 
200, 201, 209, 21u, 217, 222, 2355, 257, 259, 


bo, kookets, flares or falling bodies: 
#4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 25, 56, 65, 78, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 133, 170, 211, 215. 


©, Miscellansous (reflections, auroral streamers, birds, eta.): 
#39, 99, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 231, 234. 


Hon-astronouical, with no explanation evident 


a. Lack of svidence precludes explanation: 
#88, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 37, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
125, 127, 137, 159, 149, 150, 177, 179, 191, 206, 212, 213, 
229, 232, 233. 


b, Evidence offered suzz3sts no explanation: . 
Hi 5 By 205 L%~ 28, BS,-87,- 405 Si, 62, 50s. 8L> OF, 64:68. 7a. 


75, 76 


, 77, 79, 8, 105, 112, 122, 255, 151, 152, 154, 182, 
168, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 215, 225, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 238, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134. 
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During the period of this alghting the Navy ,was conducting @ program 
utilizing “sky hook" balloons. The Navy program was classified at this 
time and therefore these balloon flights were known only to those with 
a “need-to-know". It waa subsequently determined that on the date of 
the Godman sighting eo balloon waa released by the Navy from Clinton 
County sirpert in Ohio. ‘The release time of the balloon was related to 
a wind plot for 7 January 1943, and it revealed that the balloon would 
have been in the area of Godman at the time of the sighting. 


‘ 


On 7 Jamuary 1948, at the time of the sighting, Venus was also ina 
directional position which coincided with that of the UFO. This planet's 
angular distance from the sun was rather small, but bright enough to 

be seen in the daytime. It 1s possible that Venus wes also a cause to 
thia sighting, and was observed by some of the witnesses on the ground. 
However, the prime culprit is believed to have been the sky hook balloon 
released by the Navy. Captain Mantell was attempting to close in on this 
balloon which was still more than 40,000 ft above him. 


It is the Air Force conclusion in this case that Venus was probably the 
original cause of the sighting since the object remained in the area for 
a long period of time and was relatively stationary. Theobject pursued 
by Captain Mantell is believed to have been the sky hook balloon, and 


this object was probably seen by other witnesses who described the object 
as pear shaped and metallic. 


ie) 


THE MANTELL CASE 
7 January 1948 


On 7 January 1948, at 1320 (1:20 pm) hours, the tower crew at 
Godman Field, Kentucky sighted a bright diac shaped object which 
they were unable to identify. The presence of this object waa 

bra ght to the attention of the Base Operations Officer, Base 
Intelligence Officer, and eventually ths Base Commander, but the 
object remained unidentified. At 1445 (2:45 pm), a flight of 

five P-51's flew over Godman Field. The object was still visible, 
and the Flight Coomander was requested to investigate and attempt 
to determine the nature of the UFO i? his miasion allowed. ‘The 
Flight Commander, Captain Mantell, stated he was on a ferry mission, 
but would investigate. Captain Mantell then started a spiraling 
climb to 15,000 feet, then continued to climb on a heading of 220°, 
the approximate direction of the UFO from Godman Field. At 15,000 
feet the wing men turned back because they were not completely 
outfitted for flights requiring oxygen. The wing men attempted 

to contact Captain Mantell by radio tut were unsuccessful. Captain 
Mantell made a transmission at 15,000 feet to the effect that he 
had the object in sight, and was still climbing to investigate. 

Yhe 15,000 foot transmission was the last known of Captain Mantell. 


It is the ATIC opinion that Captain Mantell lost consciousness due 
to oxygen atarvation, the aircraft being trinmed continued to climb 
until increasing altitude caused a sufficient loss of power for it 
to level out. The eircraft then began a turn to the left due to torque 
and aa the wing dropped so did the nose until the eircraft was in a 
tight diving spiral. The uncontrolled descent resulted in excessive 
speed caueing the aircraft to disintegrate. It is believed that 
Captain Mantell never regained conscicusness. This is borne cut 

by the fact that the canopy lock was still in place after the crash, 
discounting any attempt to abandon the aircraft. The UPO was in no 
way directly responsible for this accident. Eowever, it la probable 
that the excitement caused by the object was responsible for this 
experienced pilot conducting a high altitude flight withcat tae 
necessary oxygen equipment. 


There were two conceptions as to the identity of the object; Vrms, one 
of the brightest objects in our heavens, or a large balloon used for 
high altitude experimental flights and mown as "sky hooks’. ‘hese 
balloons fly at altitudes in excess of 60,000 feet and reach Alameters 
of approximately 100 feet. 
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During the period of this sighting the Navy was conducting @ progras 
utilizing "sky hook" balloons. The Nevy program was classified at this 
time and therefore these balloon flights were known only to those with 
a ‘need-to-know", It was subsequently determined that on the dats of 
the Godman sighting a balloon was released by the Navy from Clinton 
County airport in Chio. The release tine of the balloon wos related to 
a wind plot for 7 January 1948, and it revealed that the balloon would 
have been in the area of Godman at the time of the sighting. 


On 7 January 1948, at the time of the sighting, Venus was also in 4 
directional position which coincided with that of the UFO. This planet's 
angular distance from the sun was rather small, but oright enough to 

be seen in the daytime. It is vossible thet Venus was also 2 cause to 


this sighting, and was observec “+ scze of tt nesses on the ground, 
However, the prime culprit is % Wavsacr se, . the sky hook balloon 
released by the Navy. Captain - +e 2° i - to close on this 
balloon which was still more - ne = t 
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Found later that "Sky Hook" balloons were launched from Clinton 


County in Southern Ohio on or about 7 January 19438. These large. 
balloons were unknown, but to very few People at that time. Wind 
plots also indicated that the Sky Hook would have been brought 


over or near Godman area. 


ee 


Dr HYNEX'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUOGH REPORT. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


INCILENT INDEA 


Astrononioal 
@ Eigh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, Sl, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 102, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 
147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 195, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
212, 238. 
b. fair or low probability: 
FIS, 20, 25, 24, 28, 3d, 35, 46, 60, 63, 67, 86, 82, 93, 1CO, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 130, 144, 153, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 
Non-astrononical tut sugcestive of other explanations 
a. Balloons or ordinary alroraft: 
45,12, 22, 41,432, 535, 5%, 78,41, 83, 02,. 92, 18S, 114, 115, 
126, 131, 138, 141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, 194, 
200, 201, 209, 210, 217, 222, 235, 237, 239. 
be Kockets, flares or falling bodies: 
#4, 5, &, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 25, 56, 65, 78, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 133, 170, 211, 218. 
6. Miscellansous (reflections, auroral streamers, birds, eto.)2 
#39, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 184, 181, 189, 214, 221, 231, 234. 
Yon-astronomical, with no explanation evident 


&. Lack of svidence precludes explanation: 
#38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
125, 127, 137, 159, 149, 159, 177, 179, 191, 206, 212, 213, 
229, 232, 233. 


b. Evidence offered sugzests no explanations : 
#1, 2, 10, 17, 21, 25, 37, 40, 51, 62, 58, 61, 62, 64, 68, 71, 
75, 76, 77, 79, 84, 105, 111, 122, 135, 151, 152, 154, 162, 
168, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 215, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134. 


> ae incident #55, a-5 -- Godman Field, Fort *.ox, Kentucky ~- 7 January 1043 
es . & disoussion of ail inciasuts revorted for tuis date 
$ ; k + 


Incidents #30, 22, 38, end 48 all occurred on 7 Jur, cuary 1948, 
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¢, . 


atiomect and evesirs ‘sightings Fetér:to" the ‘tans phacooaiiény, tney re , 


; a) ‘ Tt eaerally “ooasistént concorning tie tine, manner, “and ciese of its iiss ys 


mre nat, “appearance .over ‘the “poritons sour wal arizuth are siven “us “as06 cst, 


| we i Bhont, "2509, oy observer Ss at Godan Field; 1955 BST, rest souttnest, by 
x those at Looks ourne dir Paso; “and: 12955-2909 ‘pss, "about 2109, by those 


at aLiaton Youn ty Air Base, (enavé: are, as is to ce exuected, slisht 


= ei fforexces ia individual reports). Using this tor ‘the focal point of 


o™. ~ - 6. wae G 
attack, ongynotes imiediatoly ‘that alt thase tines aad bearlacs asrce 


0 Sew 


clossly with the tine and gies @ of tn Seating of Venus. Furthermore, 


*e 


all ankauawe oxneot one ocrea that the obftect was low in the soubhwest 
© , 4 


> 
. . at : : 
before the tine of disapseurance. orts vary 33 to cetails of its 
motion, out tie overall 'motion was southwest and then over tho norizor. 
. P ia > x . . 
those facts tukeA together pracluid my gusstion of colacicence. Pure 


as 


thercore, simultaneous ohsarvation from taacteared Locus 2 o=9748s 
. ' 
the object ned neglinicle parallax, or, in siort, thac it was a vory 
“ 


reat cistatee cuay., All otner stetesunts concami az she outect x 


¥ 5° witay, 


0 &@ 


w 


. 


tncidant 755, a-—5 -= paso 2 


it seems to ti.is investisasor, bs waij;hned in terms cf the everthelning 


evidences 


° 


f the canner of disaapearance over the horizon. 


nude of Verus on Yanuary 7 was «3.4, wi:ien 


wes briciher then tne brisht star “returus. Venus, won 


as bright as tnis.and shinins throush interstices in & host o2 clouds 


could very aasily give the efrect of a Planing ob fect th @ tail. 
Voncarnin,, tho erratic motion reyorted by sone witnesses, tais oan bo 
J . . 


¢ 


saids motion of clouds past the object could sive the ilugfon of 


rapid ovement, as when olouds scud by the uoon; ct the effoct coulda 


have ‘been a psycholojical illusion; «a third possibility, remote but 
based on a rarely-observec phenowenon, is trat, owing to tnermo-inver- 


’ 


sions in the athosphers, stars nour the horizon have been xpovpi to 
‘ ° bh . 


s 3 ‘Jump ebout erratically throujh arcs of two or tiree tinas-ti.o moon’ s 


pparsat diametor, Venus, wien very close to the noriron, has ocen 
»*? - 


te 


qs ta twinkle brilliantly with rapidly onantzing solorse 
4 te @ppears to the present investiastor, in sunnins up the 


evicence presented, that we ers forced to the coyclusion that the ob- 


ject obsorved in the early eve: in ira of Yonuary 7, 194 


‘at these 


widely separated lovalities, was tue planet Yonus. To assuino that a 


terrestrial object could be Leoated so nish us te bo yisible sinul- 


taneously over a wide areca, cowed bacf such iatrinsis srijht 


aimoredibls oricghtses Surpassing any known banerade 1i 
would uae 3 


placogassentially at 


n of Venus in tne sky over an 


aly 


re, 


at in . Ui on LSsiF ia 
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interyal of more tian nel! an hour, would be incredisle.s 

" Inei des st 453 is the only one of the four sti includes 
the daytine observation of proswebly thie sane object. Tha in- 
portance of the incicent is, however, parowount, for iS was in 
tracking ¢ owm the nysterious object that Lieutenan+.“antell lost “3 
his life. «again it is possible trat tre cojest chserved was tha 


planst fenus, altnoush the evidence is by no meas as definitive 
: ¥%, o 
as that for the Sishtin 3s made ‘ater that daye First, = bearings 


of the object as res sorted by various witnesses éiffer oovsiderably; 


wnore one a SaeSENNES, another says south, for tie sane fabtort. 


nowever, integrating all the evicenos, one is wyeain struck with tne 


aoidacidense of the object’ S position with tw of Yeruse The fol- 
tus * 4 
lowing short tablo of sightinzs vs the positon of Yenus snows the 


general asroement of the two,in azimuth: 


cst ae = O5 joct Venus 
133u (iFC Oliver) vis) Bi et field ALnost dus S: 14° 
1342 (Sct. Blackwell) ‘ South of field = aver 
(Pre Oliver) Sa 
after 1400 (Lt. Urner) Si > + Prom due S (136°; at 
Hey movin: westward 
144% (vapt. imntell) 210° 1S 
(Sol. Hix) 215° 
& wore partinant question is that of whatner it would Lave 


bsen possible to see Venus in the daytine or t).6t day. All tha: can 


ba said here is thet 4t was not iinpossible to sea the plasct under . 
tnesa conditions, + is well known trat wien Vonus Ls ab tts 3 
brilliuncy, it is »ossible to sea it during the daytine when one nicis 


axactly whero to look, but on ~Acumry 7, 1944 Vouis was less than bal? 


‘surrounding sky, for on the dato in question Venus nad & “somiwdiao’ Lor 


"Pimet, cnevery WAS Sei, it was S° “tines brighter ‘than an equivaient 
"Sisk witty ‘hts Pinpoint character ‘end the large expanse of sky 


3 PS - - a ; Ss hatin 
- to loox ‘toward .a point o: tne sky that is just a few minutes of’ arc 


dncidént #2 33, Bee —- pase 4 


as brisnt ms it is waen most brilliant. However, under excoptionally 


good atnossheric conditions and with the eye shielded from the dirss 


+ e 


rays of tne sun, Venus mishbt be seen us on exceediusly tiny bright point 


of light. I4 can oe shown thas it was.definitely brighter than the 


of o secouds oF arc, or a hotel. apznrent surface urea of approximtely 


125 square “saconds. Asswucrins tuat a square éncbed of eky would be a 


trifle bright shter then “the fourth magnitude, « portion of the sky fl the 


+ 4 Gee - 


sams area  prosented oy Yonus would ve about -2e4 siasnitudes” 5 TS the 


pm ae 3, 


area of ‘skys mats it is thus phys ioally povtkvie to see Venus at gush 


makes its ocusual deteotion yery unlikely. I:', however, © person hapsuns 
‘ - -- ie = 


from tne position ef Venus, ue is apt to be startled by tiis-apparitien 


; <8. 7 
“fe : ta . : <a 
axe to wonder why he didn't see it usfore, Tho chances, of sourse, of 


Soathag at just the rivrt spot ure very few. Once done, hoxever, it is’ 


usually fairly easy to relocate the ovject and to oall the attention of 


atnospheric cenditions mist bo sxesptionally 


others to it. tlore 
‘goode It is inprobatle, rcr exsple, that Venas would be seen uncor 


these circuratences in a lar-e city. 


«It oan go said, tierefore, thib.s possible ex. lanation fur 
the object sisted in tia da:tiise in ineiddne 55, aex, is timt it “ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


yu 


Incident ,,83, a-5 <= pase S 


too was tie planet Venus. In tho absense of exact aiasures, howsver 


it is Ingossible to establish that it wos or wes not. (It is atte 


. 


fortunate tna th weodolite: measures of tie at tornoon observations ware 


evidently not zades) 


5 * has boon unofficially’ reported that th 3 object was & 


$3 At “ a : % 


avy, oosriie ray bal toons ip this ean ve _estanlisnod, it is Dade be 


" nig wes 


preferred as an explanations 


Bg Cond aes 
pa ; a ~ 


‘dosver, if one aogents he. (assumption 


qeem 


“. that reports froa various ‘other “Looktions ia’ the state refer to the 


" x ane 


Ps 7 = s48 


*6amd object, aay sioh device inust have , o9en a good any, miles’ ni a ne 


25 to 30 <= in order enh “ave been seen B sleazy, ainott sinu}taneously, 
from places 175 miles aasts —— : : K ‘ 
, x pe “ Yes ae . s : . 
4 ea Tt Aw entirely possivle, of coursa, that the Sirst sighti.gs 
up | 2. oF = - 
a P 


were of some sort of balloon or airerafs, iat that-when these reports 


* ot 
eane to Sodan 3 “foie, & cAré?ul somdtiny of the sky revealed Venus, 


a | “ . 
and it sedia bs Sint Lioutenant Mantel) did aetually sive ohase to tle 


« 


plenst, ‘even thous t whatever oujoct had been the source of the exsite- 


rent elsewhere had disoppeared. «at ths altitudes that the pilot | 


raachied, Yenus would have been very mich more easily 


from the zround, end it nist even be that he did not actunlly pick 


it up until we was at a considerable eltitude., “the ones piece of 
et 


evidonso that louds t:.is invustiso'or to volicve tiabeat tia time of 


Lieutonunt jiauteil’s dontn 20 wan actually aryfis to cena. Vernis 


; o : — 
aiairct ASTIFIED } 


nm 


aM 


yadto sturions? If so, with ts cayal 


SLASSIFIES. 


>. 
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“ 
triad ta Jest ayseered eoerenenner stationary (or moving steadily 


= 


avey Irom him) and that ho sould net see: to gain on it. 


In suming up, tris cen be seids the evoning signtinss 


reported in incidents Fu, 32, Sé, and 46 wero undouvtedly cf the 


oe 


planet Venus. sajarding the daylijht sisitings from UVodran Field * 


and other places in Kentucky, there seoms so far to be no single 


“explanation ‘tat, hd not. ely greatly on soincidenss, - If all reports 


were. of a Sing 51e object, in the knowledge of tiiis investisator no 


sal 


; manage ovect, could ave been larce enoush and far enou,;h away for 


BS ey 


the eporoxisktely simultaneous sightings. it js nost unlikely, how~ 


ever, that so many separate persens should et that time have o:anoed 


on Venus in the daylisht sky. Jt seens, tnerefore, ae more probe 


> - 


aple that more than one ovject was. Syvolvud: the si_ntings mfisht’ have 


inoluded two or rors bulloons {or airsraft); or they misht have ine 


eluded both Venus (in the tatal cnasej* and vallcous. ror reasons 


« 


given above, tne latter explanation seems word lixely. Suen a hypoth- 


oa 


e@sisidoss, however, still neoessitato tne inclusion cf at least tuo 


objeots other than Venus, and it certaial; is coincidental tras 


nany peovle would save chosen vats one duy to be co:.fuaed (to tie 
extent of reporting t.e uatter) dy normal airborne ovjects. Tisee 
remains ono povsibto, very plavaicla ea; t for 

wert wos the orixigal racort oy any ¢} anca uresadcast by losal 


2 on $1.0 alert, evea 


re 


a 


tse » : 
: &, ; re 
incident #33 -- page + 


tue commonest aircraft micht suddenly nave appeared to ne strange 


celestial ovjsects. 
in any event, since ii seens possivle thas at the tine 


of Lieutenant “antell's deat.., he was wos wally giving o:.as9 to 


Venus (and since, certainly, during +%..¢ evenin, A jinti: 3gS, persons 


‘aseunedly well ucguaintes wit! 1 oc jacts of tie sky were alarned vy 


the 
tre aygoarancs of the “ple: vt), it ais: xt 08 ntse to iva tntornatfoa 


about this. incident wide Seseeen ariong ‘sir force personnel, ° 60 


ran hens 8 fine rte 


: ne 


that tre; ic ‘mistakes will not cecur in the futures 


i 7 . i. dane eee 


: Seer . 


DISPOSITION FORM 


SUBJECT 


| 


FILE NO. 
| (Uncl) ‘Transmittal of Report 
AFOIN-2A2 FROM ATIC DATE COMMENT NO. 1 
Attn! Maj Fournet 2D Gxsu- 
i Capt Ruppel.t/vs 


2 66361/B 263D/P D.28 


1. Attached is the fil@on an incident that occurred on 7 January 1948 at 
Godman Air Force Base, Kentucky, in which Lt Mantell was killed. 


2. This fil ted the Air Force PIO, = 
2 a oa} e 5 Fd 4 aa by he Ok seers ji 4 Z. .. 


2+" 
epted tay Taraation 
wt ~ 
= Ww 
WN Race , Comb USI 
3 Incls: ONALD L,' BOWER, Colonel, USAF 
1. Ltr fr Godman AFB Chief, Technical Analysis Division ' 


dtd 2/3/49 Air Technical Intelligence Center 
2, CO R&R fr TSXMF dtd 1/15/48 


3, File dtd 1/7/48 — Godman Fld., Ky. 


withdrarvn (ar 


on 02 /bhis r- 
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34. Date you completed this questionnaire, pe AAO — fn ee LE Fae 
Day 


Yeor 


35. Information which you feel pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the specific points of the 
questionnaire or a narrative explanation of your sighting. 
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(Part of skull 
and scalp 


Body in a/c 
Safety belt shredded 
Rivet 
Pare BARN 
3 
wae 15 9 


Cu prop blade undamaged, 
Xe sticking straight up fron 
prop dona 


left wing 


: 


» PHILLIPS HOSS 


VL 


SKETGH OF SCENE FRO! 


RIPTION OF 


5 w 


empenna ze, 
‘fuselage, ete. 


a pants ad 
de 


and glass 
* fron canopy 
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27. In the following sketch, imofe/ —hat you ore at the point shown. Place an “A” on the A. « line to show how high the object 
was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "B’ on the same curved line to show how high the object was 
above the horizon (skyline) when you last sow it. Place an “A” on the compass when you first saw it, Place o “B’ on the com- 
pass when you last saw the object. 


“90° 


28. Drew a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an “A” ot the beginning of the path, a “8” ot 
the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course. 


& 


29. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there? 4 OR Ete 7 
Draw a picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling. 


— aes fewer: ' 


UV 


